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PREFACE: 
How This Book Happened 


On an October day in 1991, more specifically a Saturday morning, Gail Lembo happened upon 
the nineteenth century diaries of George M. Wadsworth. 

In the front of the Old Newell House at 200 Grove Street, Gail saw a yard sale in progress. She 
stopped. She bought three "Pocket Diaries." And within hours she realized she had unearthed a 
rare account of the lives of the Wadsworth family--George, Emeline, J E Abbie, Seth, and the 
others--and of their South Franklin friends and neighbors. 

Tantalized, energized, and beguiled, Gail went back to the yard sale, found the remaining fifteen 
Wadsworth volumes, and bought them. About a year later, the late David Brown, a Wrentham 
teacher and historian, gave Gail seven additional diaries. 

For the past six and a half years now, she has transcribed or edited more than 9,000 daily 
entries, gathered maps, deeds, and photos, and put the entire package together to produce this book. 

Some might ask why, having expended hundreds of hours researching, interviewing, and 
transcribing, Gail would donate the diaries to the people of Franklin through the Franklin Public 
Library. Few would be so magnanimous. | 

Simply put, in Gail's opinion the diaries should belong to all the residents of the town and not to 
any one person. She also believes the diaries form an archway of knowledge to those countless 
travails and rare comforts in the lives of those 19th century South Franklinites. 

For more than twenty years I have known Gail as a person of mettle and enthusiasm. Now a 
spark of that enthusiasm, kindled by the sorting out of George Wadsworth's historical notes, has 
illuminated nearly a half-century of Franklin's past. The luminosity of this work places her in what 
the Pulitzer Prize winner William Kennedy calls, "the hierarchy of shining energetics." 


And so, Gail, on behalf of your fellow Franklinites, thank you for the diaries, thank you for the 
light. 


Paul M. De Baggis 
30 March 1998 





INTRODUCTION 


In this first of three proposed volumes, Gail Lembo presents, with care and exactness, George 
M. Wadsworth's hand written records of life in Wadsworth Village. The enclosed maps and photos 
show the now extinct village, its railroad station, post office, general store, blacksmith shop, water 
tank, and loading platform, along with the Wadswortb family homestead, clustered against the 
former New York & New England Railroad siding at Spring Street in South Franklin, Mass. 

If one hopes to find a profusion of romance; crime, and adventure in this book, one would be 
better advised to close its pages, visit some local book store, and poke about the shelves of 
designated "Action" literature. Daily living in the Franklin of the 1850s & 60s was more hard work 
than hard news. 

Yet, these diaries do tell of a case of insanity, a murder, two suicides, and a bizarre train wreck, 
aberrations that must have shocked the souls of the rock-ribbed South Franklinites. 

For the most part, however, the diaries portray the grayness of rural Franklin, a small town 
devoid of excess or convenience. George's world was one of sweat, fatigued muscles, and dentistry 
without Novocaine. The technological marvel of the time was Samuel S.B. Morse's new Morse 
Code, together with the now abandoned telegraph poles and wires that delivered it. For transport- 
ation, the Wadsworths and their contemporaries housed and harnessed horses that hauled them 
about the town in heavy wagons. 

George M. Wadsworth, age 20 when he began the diaries in 1857, was the younger son of Seth 
Wadsworth. Seth, born in 1795 in Milton, Mass., had married Olive Metcalf of Franklin, and at the 
start of the 1820s, the couple settled on the property he had bought on Spring Street. Seth was a 
blacksmith, and he planned to work at his trade while he began farming his land. 

George's older brother Joseph served as the Wadsworth Village postmaster and the railroad 
Stationmaster. Joseph, the husband of Abbie Metcalf, also ran the general store. Through the 

common ancestor John Wadsworth, George and Joseph were third cousins to the American poet 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. | 

Although the Wadsworths owned the village buildings and businesses and the abutting fields 

and forests, they were at most upper middle in class, perhaps a few acres and a few dollars 


Wealthier than the "poore farmers" who had founded Franklin in 1778. 








The family assets had come from the treadmill of back-breaking labor and not from the leisure 
of a gilded pedigree. By himself or alongside the hired help, George raked cranberries, planted and 
harvested fields of oats, hay, corn, and potatoes, churned butter, and logged carloads of oak and 
pine and chestnut trees. He also turned manure, cleaned the horse barn, fed the cows and ከ085, 
fixed, sharpened, plowed, loaded, spread, winnowed, harrowed, pitched, and sawed. 

` Because his brother Joseph was 1] years older, in all likelihood George had assumed the role of 
a "helper" early in his childhood. Here, as a young adult, he "Helped fix the cider. ۰ Helped 
Alvah plane wood .... Helped Mr. O. Chilson some about killing the cows ۰ Helped draw 
some dirt to stop the water at the pond. . . . Helped fix the forge and bellows up," and dozens of 
similar deeds. 

Hard work notwithstanding, the younger Wadsworth also found time for the genteel tasks ofa 
landowner-farmer. When Joseph left the village on business, George "staid" in the store and the 
post office. On occasion he went to the Dedham Cattle Fair to buy livestock. He attended town 
meetings during working hours, a sign of his growing stature in Franklin. He also "carried" friends, 
neighbors, and customers over the unpaved roads leading to their homes, or to Franklin, Wrentham, 
Woonsocket, or Milford, in one of the five Wadsworth horse drawn carriages. 

But if the Wadsworth wagons and carriages were essential for local travel, it was the railroad 
track built through the center of Seth's fields and meadows in the mid 1850s on a right of way he 
had sold to the railroad company earlier that decade that enhanced the family's prominence and put 
the village on the map. After all, who could resist a ten or fifteen minute carriage ride to the 
Wadsworth Station as opposed to a half hour or an hour ride to the downtown Franklin Station at 
Depot Street? 

The local travelers rode, or, lacking four wheels and a horse, walked to the Wadsworth Station 
at Spring Street. There, J oseph would sell them a ticket and perhaps a refreshment. Many boarded 
the train, bound for Boston. And Dedham, the home of the Norfolk County Registry of Deeds, 
Probate, and the Superior Court, was also a frequent destination. Late in the afternoons when the 
travelers returned to South Franklin, some probably bought the Wadsworth-grown produce or the 
Wadsworth-fed beef or pork from the Wadsworth general store. 

Like many diary writers, George sometimes concealed names. Initially he used the stealth of 
blank spaces as in: "Went to " In 1860 and 1861, he progressed to a code, a simple 


number-for-a-letter substitution. Every four or five days, an entry mentioned a name (almost 


ö— — — —— 4 == == e -- — - 


ake 


always a "girl") such as “ILV301 .. Early in 1861, about one month before he carried out that 
quintessential male task we call a proposal of marriage, the coded entries of carriage drives and 
visits with the local young ladies ceased. 

On 26 May 1861, at the South Franklin Union Meeting House, George M. Wadsworth, 25, 
married 20-year-old Emeline Metcalf. Emeline had lived in Appleton, Maine, a village sixty miles 
northeast of Portland. The diaries indicate the newlyweds had known one another for several 
years: As early as the summer of 1857 while in Maine for a two week visit, George had noted, 
"Went to Paul Metcalf's with John and Emeline." 

That George married a woman named Metcaif, like Seth and Joseph befóre him, should come as 
no surprise. The Metcalf name appears many times in Mortimer Blake's, A History of The Town 
of Franklin. Massachusetts. According to Blake, the forty-eight men who signed the petition to 
found an independent Franklin during the mid 1700s included four Metcalfs. From 1778 to 1878. 
sixteen Metcalf men served Franklin: One as a state representative, the others as town officials. 
And yet another, the prestigious attorney and Franklin native Theron Metcalf, sat as a justice of the 
Massachusetts Supreme Court. 

Each day without fail, George observed and made note of the weather. Sometimes he logged 
the exact temperatures: "42 above zero at sunrise." Often he wrote in more general terms: "Very 
pleasant part the day... . Clouded up in P.M. & began to rain some about 3 o'clock." His 
comments ranged from the mundane, "Warm. . .. humid... . fairly nice,” to the dramatic, 

" Worse snowstorm I can remember of," and, "Hail storms broke windows, ruined gardens in 
Franklin City." Once, in late July, he wrote of an early morning frost in the fields, for Franklin 
perhaps an unprecedented touch of nature's hand. | 

Three or four times a year, a blizzard, a sub-zero day, or a heavy rain storm forced the South 
Franklinites to cancel their Sunday church meeting. In those cases, the family spent the day at 
home, and George was clear in his notes that Sunday was not a day for the Wadsworths to split 
wood or clean the barns. ۱ 
` Ofa Sunday typical, he wrote, "Went to meeting all day. Elexus (Alexis) Ide preached. Edwin 
Pond played the organ. Joseph Abbie & Sarah went in the eve to (prayer) meeting at Mr. 
Alexanders." | | 

At the time George started his diaries, the congregation had been holding its church meetings 


each week in the schoo! house at the corner of Washington and Prospect Streets. Meanwhile, a 





half-mile to the northeast and also on Washington Street, tradesmen were completing the 
construction of a permanent church, the South Franklin Union Meeting House. And on 2 July 
1857, the church was dedicated. 

According to the Franklin Historical Commission chairman Barbara Smith, George and his 
neighbors were Congregationalists, and in those days it was the only sect in town except for a small 
group of Roman Catholics. It is unlikely George went to a Catholic church service. But when he 
traveled, at times he did attend a Baptist, Orthodox, or a Universalist Sunday service. 

George wrote of attending writing and spelling school, but he "masured" lumber and read his 
"male." He noticed a "broak window" and a "pare of twins," and one rainy day he "didn't do a 
gradeel." Another day he first watched and later wrote, "Mrs Ollive Sayles was baptised by 
immertion." 

Gail Lembo has kept George's spelling of the words in the transcriptions. On many entries, 
however, where a sentence should end, she has inserted a period followed by a capital letter. And 
at the beginning of each year she has included a list of national events. This allows the reader to 
juxtapose the rhythm of a small town with the pulsebeat of a nation. 

For his part, through his daily diaries, George has left us thousands of snapshots filled with the 
hues and textures and sounds of 150 years ago. That overview gives us a clear and detailed portrait 
of the South Franklinites, their morals, their habits, their victories, and their hardships. 


All that remains is for us to read. 


Paul M. De Baggis 
30 March 1998 
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FRANKLIN is situated South Westerly from Boston and its Meeting House is distant 
27 7/8 miles from the state House. - [t was Incorporated into a Town in 1778, and 

contains within the lines as here laid down 17602 1/2 Acres or 27 6/10ths Square Miles. 
At the period of this Survey it contained three Cotton Factories, 2 Grist Mills, 


6 Saw Mills, 10 Publick Schools, 219 Dwelling Houses, and in 1830 it contained 1662 
inhabitants. 
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This is a copy of the original deed of land purchased by 
Seth Wadsworth (George's Father) establishing their 
homestead in Franklin May 9, 1818 


NORFOLK REGISTRY OF DEEDS - Book 61, page 2 


Fisher to Wadsworth 


KNOW all Men by these Presents, That Y, Willis Fisher of Sranklin in the 
Co unly of Norfolk and Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Gentleman, 

in consideration of One thousand dollars 

paid by Seth Wadsworth of said ‘Franklin, Blacksmith 

the receipt whereof O do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant sell and convey unto the said 

Seth Wadsworth a certain tract or parcel 0 / fand being in said ‘Franklin near the House 
of Joseph Hawes and Southeast from the same and bounded as follows viz: beginning in 
the woods on Mine hill مد‎ called at a stake and stones by the land of Peter Whiting + 
heirs, thence North JO ? west two nods and six [inks to the end of Joseph Hawes 4 wall, 
thence Southerly هن‎ well and. fence J1 nods and 10 [inks to an old stump, thence South 
1° west 13 rods 23 links to a stake and stones, thence South, 27 ° west two nods & 8 links 
to a corner of a wall, thence on said wall to the new road, thence South 71 /,° on said road — 
to the wall, thence westerly on said wall thinty six rods ሪ፦ 9 links to a stake and stones by 
the wall, thence South 10° East 110 c ods to a stake-and stones, thence North 8 7° 
East 40 nods & 8 links to the Easterly side of said road, thence up said road 2 rods & 10 
links to a stake and stones, thence North 79° East 112 rods and 11 links to a stake & 
stones, thence South 22° East 20 rods and 10 [inks to Mine Brook, thence down said 
Brook to the fence near the Whiting Dam, thence on the wall and fence dividing the 
premises from the land of (Peter Whiting heirs to the westerly end of the wall that divides 
the Mins Hilf pasture belonging to said heirs from hetr wood fand, thence North 25" 
West to the first mentioned bound. C ontaining thirty nine acres three quarters E twenty 
nine rods as appears ona plan of said [and made the 23d day of fast April. 


To HAVE and to HOLD the afore-granted Premises to the said, 
Seth Wadsworth, his Heirs and Assigns, to fis & their 


Use and Behoof forever. 


And (f do covenant with the said Seth “Wadsuro nth 


his Heirs and Assigns, That Û am lawfully seized in Fee of the afore-granted 
Premises; That they are free of all Incumbrances; That have good Right to sell and convey the same to 


the said Seth Wadsurorth 


And that Û will warrant and defend the sale Premises to the said Seth Wadsworth 


his Heirs and Assigns forever, against the lawful Claims and Demands of all Persons. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF , I the said ۵۵ Fisher, together 
Carolins my wife in bar of her dower thersto. 


have hereunto set our Hands and Seals this ninth Day 
of May in the Year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and eighteen 


Signed, sealed and delivered ۱ 
in presence of ሠጋ Adams } Willis ‘Fisher seal 
Mary Wadsworth ] Caroline ‘fisher seal 


Norfolk ss, May, ninth 1818 Then 
the above named ‘Willis S fishes 
acknowledged the above Instrument to be fis free 


Act and Deed-before me 


James Adams { Justice of the Peace 


The following is the Deed that changed the life of the Wadsworth family and the 
community in South Franklin. With the coming of the Railroad, the Seth Wadsworth 
property became the hub of South Franklin, often called Wadsworth Village. 


Norfolk County Registry of Deeds 
Book 210, Page 155 
Dated March 15, 1851 


W adswoothtoN onfalh Co. RR. C oompany 
K now all men by these present that F , S oth W aud worth, of 


F nanklin in the courty of N onse ¥ state of Massachusetts, blacksmith, in consideration of seven hundred U^ 
three dollars paid by the N onfolk county rail road company, the receipt whereof ts hereby acknowledged , do 
hereby give, grant, bargain, soll and convey unto the said N ወሪ county railroad company, thee successors 
and assigns, the use and improvement of all the lands taken by the location of said companies railroad through my 
lands inthe town of F xanktin aforesaid so long as said lands shall be used and improved for a rail road and no 
longer containing 2 3/4 acres, 15 rode, 27 1/4 fect by the plan off said companies survey and ሪራ bounded and 
desoribod as ረይ (to wit) northerly by the rail road force standing on the northerly line of the location. of said 
rail road eatending from lands fS oseph BW hiting on the west lo lands of W lard O. W hiting on the east 
thence southerly ( 4 rods ) aoxoss the rail road to a fence standing on the southerly line of the location ofsaid Rail 
road fence, westerly by said fence until within five ( 5 ) rods of my dwelling house, thence north twenty feet towards 
conten of Rail road so as notte include my door yard and the lands of which my dwelling house and out buildings 
now stunt, thence westerly on the line of location of said rail road to lands off J oseph: B.W hiting on the west, 
thence northerly across said railroad to the first mentioned corner, hereby releasing all right to damage for taking 
the lands above desoribed and construding and using said lands for Rail road purposes. T o have andto hold, the 
above granted premises wilh the privileges and appurtenances there belong to the said Rail road company, thoir 
successors U^ assigns bo theix use and behoof forever, And, F, the said S dh W ወሪ ኃወመጁ fox myself and my 
heirs, executors and administrators, do covenant with the said Rail road company, their successors and assigns, 
good ight lo soll and convey the same to the said Rail road company as aforesaid andthe I will and my heir, 
excculons and administrators shalt warrant and defend the same do the said Rail road company, theix successans 
and assigns forever against the lawful claims and demands of all persons df used for the هک‎ es ofa Rad road 
for which said tands were taken. 

In witness whereof S , the said S oth W adsworth, together with Olive M. , the wife of the said S dh, in token 
of hen release of all night and title of ox to dower in the granted premises have hereunto sel out hands and seal this 
Perth day of March in the year of oun Lord one thousand eight hundred and fiby one. Seth W adsworth 
Miassachusdls, Norfolk, ss. March 16th 1851. Then personally appeared the above named S ath 
W adsworth and acknowledged the foregoing instrument lo be his froo att and deed before me, Paul B. € lark, 


(now known as the Horace Mann 
1860 


Circa 


Museum) 
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The Union Congregational Church in South Franklin 
(now known as the Horace Mann Museum) 


The church played a major role in the lives of the Wadsworths as almost every 
sunday, George and his family, attended services all day and on Sunday evenings 
as well. Until the Church or Meeting House was finished in 1857, services were 
held at the School House or individual homes. 


According to the recorded minutes of the Union Congregational Society the first 
Parish Committee and Parish Officers were proposed February 26, 1855, and on 
March 13, 1855, the Society (or members) voted for a clerk, moderator, treasurer 
and collector, together with a Parish Committee and a committee to draft by-laws 
, for the Parish. 


The following are excerpts from the original hand written minutes of the Union 
Congregational South Franklin Church concerning the building of the "Meeting 
House". 


On October 15, 1855 it was Voted 
T o-Aave a conunitee of five oppornrted by he chai to- select wlot of land for the locatior of 
a meeting house. 


October 26, 1855 it was Voce 
providing he wit give wdeed of one acre of land ሪታ the arde free of eapense ሪ22ሪ#ሪ 
Senciny sattlot, as proposed by Joseph B. Whiting. 


March 21, 1856 is was Voted 
T o- have Sabin Hubbard drau a Mar of a buding tab car be bulk for 87 200. dehare 
elusive of the aise. 


April 4, 1856 is was Voted 
S o- choose æ buding conunittee of f Wwe persons 
Chose Fud B. Clarke 
Soseph B. Whiting 
` Gllas Cook 
Tames B Pond 
| James W. روبع یک‎ 
Joseph B. Whiting for the Barish 


TS hat the harks of the Sarih be eatended to Erastus L. Ntetcof andi Sabin Rubbad for 


April 19, 1856 it was Voted: 
steps, high. 


April 29, 1856 it was Voted 
That the Farsh buid a Meeting House 8 4, feet wite and 4 5 feet bong with 16 feet 
posts, that the south end f the 
meeting house be the front end and that the pupi be bud at the north end of the house and 
So have J abin Hubbard bring iv his proposals ab the neat meeting for budding the house. 


May 17, 1856 It was Voted: 
accordance with: previous votes of the Society as io dimensions: and internat arrangements 
Of te singers seats, pipi & c. and ther to- sue coby for proposals for budding the sat 
meetingy house. 
T hat the budding committee be empowered to contract wile the c OF carpenters 
and rot more Cary siatecty hundred. 


May 31, 1856 Sectal Meeting ۱ 
Article 2 - So see f. the Parish wit change the location for the meeting House or acl 
proper. | 


June 7, 1856 it was Voted 
So reconsiler the vote passed by the Parah the 26 aay of October 7 , ک‎ 5 which 
V otek to- Reconsiler the vote: Artemas Bordery, Charles H. Scott, Lewis Pont, d ሪራሪ 
Hubbard, Sanu Alexander ard Winstor Cook. 


Voted not to- reconsiter: Kev. Josph T hayer, Joseph 65. Whiting, Whud O. T uon, 
J and Heator, Elias Cook. 


June 14, 1856 it was Voted: 
T 0-locate the House om Beggara F osters lard. 
To accept the deed to- the land az presented by Benjamin Foster 
To excuse Otia Coot, and, Joseph 0 . Nike በለጸ ቸን ማኛ sinite 
Arrtemas border one of the building conuniitee - = - he declined serving 
ations DV. Sayles one of the butiliuy committee - - he declined serving. 
S o-have av new subscription paper presente to- the subscribers, the preamble of the paper to 


June 21, 1856 it was Voted 
T hat the thanks of the Farah be eatended to Benjamin Foster for the lard pivere and 
deeded to- the Lor ም 
That that part of the record which fronts the meeting house to- the J outh be reconstlered. 


August 2, 1856 it was Voted: 
To adl a piawzer ሪታ the meeting house, ff the means car be obtained to ረ to with. 


September 9, 1856 it was Voted; 


The contractor, Sabin Kabbard, refusing to built the house f dif ronted to- the East 


T o- reconsiler the vote last past 
T ሁሪ ይይ the 2rd article te the warrant ን the church to the Gast, 


Apparently the construction of the Meeting House commenced in September of 
1856 because George Wadsworth records in his diary: 


March 14, 1857 “Organ for the church came in the freight from Uncle Nathan" 
and on 





Sunday, July 5, 1857 “Went to meeting in the new meeting house all ۷۰ 


Stamp used at Wadsworth Railroad Station Circa 0 


Original Stamp is owned by Mr. Elwin 4. Silloway, Washington St. Franklin 





United States 2 cent stamp cancelled by Joseph H. Wadsworth, 
Postmaster, Wadsworth Village Post Office 
1869 
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Kinship of George M. Wadsworth 


Relationship with George Wadsworth 


Daughter-in-law 

Husband of the niece 
Sister-in-law 

Grandmother 

Wife of the 2nd great-grandnephew 
Grandnephew 

Grandnephew 
Great-grandniece 

Husband of the niece 

Niece 

Husband of the niece 

Wife of the 2nd great-grandnephew 
Wife of the grandnephew 
Husband of the 2nd great-grandniece 
Husband of the 2nd great-grandniece 
Mother 

Wife 

Brother-in-law 

Husband of the great-grandniece 
Husband of the grandniece 
Husband of the grandniece 
Wife of the grandnephew 
Daughter-in-law 

Niece 

Son 

Son 

Niece 

Niece 

Nephew 

Self 

Grandfather 

Brother 

Niece 

Sister 

Sister 

Father 

Nephew 

Wife of the great-grandnephew 
Husband of the niece 

Nephew 

Grandniece 

2nd great-grandniece 
Grandniece 

Grandniece 

2nd great-grandnephew 
Grandniece 

Grandniece 

2nd great-grandniece 
Grandniece 

Grandnephew 
Great-grandnephew 


Birth date 


February 19, 1835 


January 01, 1958 
Unknown 
Unknown 


June 02, 1869 
July 1954 


August 21, 1944 
January 17, 1945 
June 26, 1797 
April 01, 1841 


October 02, 1858 
April I9, 1867 
October 07, 1862 
July 12, 1864 
March 27, 1877 
April 17, 1861 
1836 | 


May 29, 1826 

June 02, 1869 
March 04, 1824 
September 01, 1833 
May 03, 1795 
December 05, 1866 
July 14, 1924 


December 05, 1866 
September 01, 1894 
April 02, 1946 
February 14, 1900 
October 21, 1893 
September 10, 1949 
September 10, 1903 
October 02, 1901 
August 31, 1944 
July 06, 1895 

June 29, 1897 
April 25, 1921 


Name 


(?), Abigale 

(Dick) Young, William A. 
(Metcalf), Abbie L. 
(Metcalf), Mary 

Bell, Donna 

Clewley, Chester 
Clewley, Ernest 

Clewley, Ethel 

Clewley, John W. 

Ella 

G. Young, Frank 

Joiner, Deborah 

Lyman, Bertha 
Marguerite, Louis J. 
Marguerite, Patrick M. 
Medcalf, Olive 

Metcalf, Emeline M. 
Miller, Hermon B. 

Morse, Walter 

Parker, Clark 

Pierce, Lloyd 

unknown 

Unmarried 

Wadsworth, Abbie Jeanette (Nettie) 
Wadsworth, Alvah Chapman 
Wadsworth, Elmer M. 
Wadsworth, Emma A. 
Wadsworth, Eva L. 
Wadsworth, Frank J. 
Wadsworth, George M. 
Wadsworth, Joseph 
Wadsworth, Joseph H. 
Wadsworth, Martha A. (Ella) 
Wadsworth, Mary 
Wadsworth, Nancy Stone 
Wadsworth, Seth 
Wadsworth, William L. (Willie) 
Walenski, Sophie 
Walker, Ernest 

Willie 

Young, Bessie L. 

Young, Beverly Florence 
Young, Edith M. 

Young, Florence M. 
Young, Gary Peter 
Young, Grace Marion 
Young, Mabel A. 

Young, Margaret Ann 
Young, Nellie A. 

Young, Ralph Wadsworth 
Young, Ralph Wadsworth, Jr. 


